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Chapter 27

Laws Relating to Animals on Shabbath

1. a.

b,

2. a,

b,

[ 18

[avd |

and Yom Tov

LEADING AN ANIMAL OR ALLOWING IT TO
FERFORM A FOREIDDEN ACTIVITY

In certain cases, the Torah prohibited the performance

by animals of activities which are forbidden on

Shabbath or Yom Tov.

Details appear in the following paragraphs, but,

broadly speaking, the prohibitions relate to two sets of

circumstances:

1) the performance by an animal of a forbidden
activity while being led by a Jew, and

2) the performance of a forbidden activity by an
animal belonging to a Jew.

1) In the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20;10) we are
told that, on Shabbath, “you shall not do any work,
neither you...nor your animal....”

2) The intention of the verse—as explained in the
tradition handed down to us by the Rabbis and
dating back to the receipt of the Torah on Mount
Sinai—is to prohibit the performance of a for-
bidden activity jointly by a human being and an
animal.

Conseguently, a Jew may not lead an animal if,

through this, the animal performs an act which falls

within one of the thirty-nine categories of activity
forbidden to a Jew on Shabbath,

The prohibition applies

1} with regard to any animal or bird or, indeed, to any
kind of living creature,

2) whether it belongs to the person leading it, another
Jew, a non-Jew or no one at all and

. 0L,

. i

e,

Animals 27:4

3) whether one leads it with one's hand, with a stick or
just by using one's voice.

The Torah (in Exodus 23:12) expresses the intention
that not only the Jew, but also his animals, should rest
on Shabhbath.

. 1} Consequently, a Jew is generally under an

obligation to ensure that an animal which belongs
to him does not perform an act which falls within
one of the thirty-nine categories of activity
forbidden to a Jew on Shabbath,

2) Certain exeeplions to this rule are referred to in the
succeeding paragraphs.

. The obligation applies with regard to any animal or

bird or, indeed, to any kind of living creature which
belongs to a Jew, or to a Jew in partnership with a non-
Jew.

. It does not matter whether the act iz performed while

the Jew himself 18 working with the animal or while a
non-Jew is working with it.

. The obligation is breached

1) even if somebody is working with the animal
without its Jewish owner's consent,

2) even if the animal started performing the act before
Shabbath and continues after Shabbath has bepun
and

3) even if the animal is performing the act of its own
accord.

Both the prohibition against leading an animal and
the obligation to prevent one's animal from per-
forming a forbidden activity are applicable only with
reference to activities which would be forbidden by
the Torah if one performed them oneself.

. Neither is applicable with reference to activities which

would only be subject to a Rabbinical prohibition if
one performed them oneself.
Nonetheless, one should not let one's animal go out

[375]
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into carmclith with a burden on its back, despite the
fact that carrying in carm®lith is forbidden only by a
Rabhinical prohibition. (See paragraph 7 below.)

5. The prohibition against leading an animal and the
obligation to prevent one’s animal from performing a
forbidden activity are applicable not only on Shabbath,
but also on Yom Kippur and Yom Tov.

6. a. There is nothing wrong with an animal’s performing a
forbidden activity for its own benefit.

b. Oneis, thus, allowed to put an animal out to pasture on
Shabbath, with the intention thatit should pull up and
eat grass growing from the ground, in spite of the fact
that pulling up grass growing from the ground is a
forbidden activity.

¢. Were this not so, Shabbath would be a day of suffering
for the animal, and not a day of rest as prescribed by
the Torah.

d. When putting an animal out to graze, one should not
do so with the intention of improving the land.

7. a. 1) Because of his obligation to prevent his animal
from performing a forbidden activity, an owner
must ensure that it does not go out into reshuth ha-
rabbim or into carmelith carrying a burden.

2) This is the case even if the burden has been on the

animal since before Shabbath.

. 1) The term “burden” includes any itern which is not
designed to protect the physical well-being of the
animal to the normal extent required.

2) a) An item which is designed to protect the
physical well-being of the animal to the normal
extent required is to the animal what an article
of clothing is to a human being.

b} Accordingly, subject to the exceptions men-
tioned in paragraphs 10 and 12 below, one may
let the animal go out with it.

[a76 ]
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¢, 1) An item is considered as protecting the physical

well-being of the animal if it directly

a) protects it against the cold,

b} protects it from any other form of suffering,

¢) guards against its running away and becoming
lost, or even

d) keeps its wool clean.

a) Anitem which is designed to prevent an animal
from causing damage is considered to be a
burden, and one must not permit one’s animal to
go out wearing it.

b) Anexampleisamuzzleplaced over theanimal’s
mouth to stop it from biting, or from grazing in
a field that does not belong to its owner,

2

8. An animal which needs to be kept on a leash to prevent it
from running away may be taken out on a leash in
réshuth ha-rabbim, but
. the person holding it should take care that the section
of the leash between the animal and his hand does not
hang down to within a tefach of the ground,

b. the other (free) end of the leash must not protrude a
tefach or more from his hand, and

¢. he should beware not to lean against the animal when
attaching a leash on Shabbath or Yom Tov.

9. @ 1) a) An identification tag suspended from the neck
of an animal is not regarded as an item which
protects the physical well-being of the animal to
the normal extent required.

b} This is because the tag itself does not directly
protect the animal, but merely enables one io
identify it.

2) One may not, therefore, allow an animal to go out
into reshuth he-rabbim wearing such a tag.
b, 1) Tt follows that, where there is no efruy, a dog owner
must be careful not to take his pet out with a dise
hanging from its neck.

[377 ]
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2} This must be borne in mind in places where dogs
wear discs issued by a governmental authority to
show that the licence fee has been paid or that the
animal is not a stray.

r. Likewise, a cattle owner should take care that his

animals have no identification discs around their

necks or legs when putting them out to graze on

Shabbath in a place where there is no eiruc.

1} On the other hand, one may allow an animal to go
out, even into réshuth ha-rabbim, witha tag stapled
to its ear, bearing an identity number and other
particulars.

2) Such atagisin adifferent category, since it cannot
be removed.

o

ittsnn which 10, @, One must not let one’s animal go out into & place where

imidght fal there no efruv, wearing even an item which isdesigned
froen an to protect its physical well-being, if that item is liahle
animal to fall off,

&, The reason is that, if the item does drop off, one might
forget oneself and earry it for a distance of four amoth
ar more.

oirrying & 11, @, On Yom Tov, too, one should not allow one’s animal to
hurden on go out into rshuth ha-rabbim or carmlith, in a place
Vo Tou where there is no eiruv, carrying a burden, as defined
in paragraph 7 above.
b. This is so notwithstanding the fact that one may
oneself be permitted to carry the article on Yom Tov.
{See Chapter 19.)

aigyimal 12. a. An animal which is put out to pasture with a bhel|
ivaring a around its neck so that it does not become last should
L not be allowed to go out with its bell on Shabbath or
Yom Tov, even where there is an eiruy,
h. There are two reasons for this Rabbinical prohibition:
1) One s not permitted to sound a bell on Shabbath or
Yom Tov, (See Chapter 23, paragraph 34,)

[a7a 1
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2) People may be given the impression that the
animal is being taken to market.

13. e. Generally speaking, one should not go more than two
thousand amoth beyond the boundary of the eiruw, or,
if’ there i= no eiruv, more than two thousand amoth
beyoned the last house of the town or other place where
one was when Shabbath or Yom Tov commenced.

b. One may not physically take an animal beyond the
limit to which its owner is permitied to walk.

c. Nevertheless, one is not obliged to prevent an animal
{which is not earrying a burden, as defined in
paragraph 7 above) from going farther than this limit.

d. One may even encourage the animal to go farther by
calling it, 8o long as one does not physically take it
there.

e, One may hand the animal over to a non-Jewish
attendant and need not be concerned if he rides it
beyond the permitted distance (provided it is not
carrying a burden* as defined in paragraph 7 above).

14. . 1) Iisforbidden tolend or hive out an animal toa non-

Jew, even a horse intended for viding, if there is a

fear that he will work with it on Shabbath or carry

a burden on it in réshuth ha-rabbim or carm®lith.

It is irrelevant when one delivers the animal to the

non-Jew, even if it is on the previous Sunday.,

h. 1} One may lend or hire out an animal to a non-Jew,
notwithstanding the fact that he will not preventit
from going out with a burden (as defined in
paragraph 7 above) in a yard which is a reshuth ha-
vachid.

2) This is so even if the yard is owned in common by
two or more Jews and there is no efruv, (See
Chapter 17, paragraphs 11 to 13.)

2

*A persoen who can walk by himsclfis not considered to be aburden
which one may not let an animal carry. (In connection with riding
wnanimul, gee povagraph 170 bolow, )
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d) The animal may be lent to the non-Jew even on
Shabbath.

15, ma..?s should not permit even an animal which he has
hired or borrowed from a non-JTew to perform a forbidden
activity, as long as the animal is in his custody,

16. &. As explained in paragraph 3 above, the obligation to
prevent an animal from performing a forbidden
activity applies also in the case of an animal owned in
partnership by a Jew and a non-Jew,

b, Simply to allow the non-Jewish partner to work with
the animal on Shabbath or Yom Tav, even solely on his
own behalf, is prohibited.

e 1} Tt may, however, be possible to arrange matters in
such a way that the Jew can allow his non-Jewish
partner to work with the animal on Shabbath or
Yom Tov,

2 A duly qualified halachic authority should be
consulted as to the manner in which such an
arrangement can be made,

USING AN ANIMAL

17. a. One i not permitted to use an animal on Shabbath or

Yom Tov,

1} even if the use does not invelve an infringement of
the prohibition against leading an animal,

2) even if it does not involve a breach of the obligation
to stop one's animal from performing a forbidden
activity and

A even if it does not involve the animalin performing
a forbidden activity at all.

b, Consequently, one must not

1) ride on an animal,

2) hang on the side of an animal,

3} climb onto an animal, even without any intention
of riding it,

[ 380 ]
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4) place on an animal an item of which it hasno need,
even if the item is tied on and stays in place, or
8) &il in a cart harnessed to an animal, even if it is
being driven by a non-Jew, as this in itself is
included in the prohibition against riding.
c. On the other hand, one may
1) remove from an animal an item which one needs,
provided one does not move the animal indoing so,
2) remove from an animal an item which is causing it
pain or suffering, even if one moves the animal in
doing so, and
place on an animal an item which it needs, as in the
case of
a) the rope of a halter® worn by a horse,
by a saddle cushion put on a donkey to keep it
WA OF
¢h a nose-bag worn by small calves who find it
difficult to eat off the ground,
but one must take care not to lean on the animal
when putting the item on it.

3

_—

18. a. One should not use an animal to carry a burden,

1) even in a place where there is an eirzy, so that the
animal is not performing a forbidden activity, and

2) even for the purposes of Shabbath or Yom Tov.

b, There are two reasons for this:

1) One would thereby be using the animal.

2} Using an animal to carry a burden is a workaday
aclivity inconsistent with the sanctity of the
Shahhath,

19. a. 1} There is nothing wrong with allowing one’s animal
to be ridden by a non-Jewish employee (who can be
expected to obey the instructions referred to below),
even in a place which is a réshuth ha-rabbim in the
full sense of the expression.

*See paragraph Tele above,
[ 381 ]
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